&'a SIDHPUR FOUNDATION

‘ ) EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
’ CRITERIA FOR AWARDING STUDENT LOANS

The Sidhpur Foundation offers a limited number of low-interest student loans on a highly competitive
basis. This program is intended for bright and financially needy students of Sidhpur origin worldwide,
planning to pursue undergraduate or graduate studies in the U.S. or Canada as international students.

Eligibility Criteria
Applicants must meet all of the following criteria:
Origin: Applicant must trace their roots to the Sidhpur region in Gujarat, India.
Academic Performance: Demonstrated excellent academic records.
Financial Need: Genuine and well-documented financial need.
Career Plan: Thoughtful and coherent educational and career plans.
Community Service: Evidence of voluntary service to the community.
Admission to a Qualified Institution:
o Undergraduate Degree:
= Admission to a Top 25 university in Canada or
= Admission to a Top 100 university in the U.S.
o Postgraduate Degree (M.S. or Ph.D.):
= Admission to a Top 25 university in Canada or
= Admission to a Top 100 university in the U.S.
Note: University rankings are based on a list published and updated annually by the Sidhpur Foundation.
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Loan Amounts & Coverage
¢ Undergraduate Degree: Up to US$15,000 per year for tuition fees.
¢ Graduate Degree (M.S. or Ph.D.): Up to US$15,000 per year.
o Special Provision: Students admitted to a Top 10 U.S. university for a graduate
degree may be approved for up to US$20,000 per year, for a maximum of 2 years.

Selection Priorities
If the number of qualified applicants exceeds available funds, priority will be given based on:
1. Degree Level: Postgraduate applicants receive higher priority than undergraduate applicants.
2. University Ranking: Preference is given to applicants admitted to higher-ranked institutions
(within the qualified list).

Loan Terms

e Loans are disbursed only after receiving:
o Two (2) signed and notarized Guarantor’s Agreements.
o A notarized Promissory Note.
o A signed Terms & Conditions document.

e The Guarantor must:
o BeaU.S. citizen or permanent resident (green card holder).
o Belong to the Sidhpur Momin community.

o Repayment begins:
o 6 months after graduation, or
o 5 years after disbursement (for undergraduate loans), or
o 3years after disbursement (for graduate loans),

whichever comes first.



Application Process
e Application Deadlines:
o April 30 — For the Fall Semester
o September 30 — For the Winter/Spring Semester
Applications received after these dates will be considered for the following academic year.
e Admission Letter Submission:
o May 31 — For Fall Semester loan consideration
o October 31 — For Winter/Spring Semester loan consideration
Admission letters received after these dates will be considered for the following academic year.
e Loan Review and Decision Dates:
o June 15 - For Fall applicants
o November 15 — For Winter/Spring applicants

How to Apply

Download the loan application from the Sidhpur Foundation website. Submit the completed
application and all required documents by the applicable deadline. Email all the required documents to
info@sidhpurfoundation.org.

Note: The Sidhpur Foundation Board retains the right to approve exceptional applications that may not
strictly meet every established criterion, based on the strength of the overall application.
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